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Non-Final Rejection 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 3S USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this titie, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sawai et al (US 5,831,956) in view of GiUis et al (US 6,917,496). 

Claims 1 and 2, Sawai et al shows a disk device in Fig. 1 including: a rotation 
unit for rotating an optical disk D (Fig. 5); an optical pickup P (Fig. 1) for reading a 
signal recorded in the optical disk rotated by the rotation unit; a linear movement unit 
(3 and etc.) for reciprocating the optical pickup in a radial direction of the optical disk. 

Sawai et al does not show a collar portion protruding outward in a radial 
direction of the rotation unit; and a plate spring that is arranged on the optical pickup 
and has a protruding portion which reaches a space above the collar portion when the 
optical pickup stops at the innermost position of the optical disk. 

Gillis et al shows a disk drive, wherein a collar portion 141 (Fig. 3) protruding 
outward in a radial direction of the rotation unit; and a plate spring 151 (it can move 
in and out the groove 145; see column 3, lines 36-38) that is arranged on the pickup 
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129 (Fig. 1) and has a protruding portion 153 (Fig, 3) which reaches a space above the 
collar portion 141 when the pickup stops at the innermost position of the optical disk. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to add the collar and spring plate into Sawai et al's optical 
pickup in device. The rationale is as follows: Gillis et al teaches that using such 
constructed structure, during relatively small shock events, the actuator can be 
retained relative to the disk through the circumferential groove located in the collar 
(Column 2, lines 11-13). One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to add the 
collar and spring plate taught by Gillis et al onto Sawai et al's optical pickup for 
retaining the actuator relative the disk when small shock occurs. In thus constructed 
device, a coUar portion protruding outward in a radial direction of the rotation unit 
and also turntable; and a plate spring that is arranged on the optical pickup and has a 
protruding portion, which reaches a space above the collar portion when the optical 
pickup stops at the innermost position of the optical disk. 

Claims 2 and 4, Sawai et al further shows that the protruding portion of the 
plate spring abuts against upper portion of the collar portion. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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